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NICOLAS COLLINS

KILLED IN A BAR WHEN HE WAS ONLY THREE

Robert Poss, quitar

LITTLE SPIDERS

Hicolas Collins and Susan Tallman, micro-keyboards

SECOHD STATE

Nicolas Collins, electronics
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The three pieces were composed and per-
formed by Ron Kuivila using homemade and
home-modified electronic instruments. Alpha-
bet was recorded as a live performance, using
no overdubbing.

Fast feet, slow smoke is based on the studied
inflections of radio announcers. The title is meant
to suggest two early forms of broadcasting: smoke

signals and runners. Smoke signals speed along a
message by slowing it down to individual puffs. This

saves podiatric wear and gives the smoke reader (as
cloud watcher) something beyond a message to regard.

In appreciation uses ultrasonic fields to translate the
movements of an oscillating fan and the flickering of a
.flame into audible sound. A highly edited recording of
fireworks provides an environment for the flame and fan
sounds.

Alphabet is, among other things, concerned with the har- |
monic perception of rhythm. In the second half of the piece, the
pitch inflection of the word “alphabet” is extracted and sub-
jected to musical elaboration. .

Recorded by Ron Kuivila at Real Art Ways in Hartford, Spring 1982.

Material on this record was developed wlth the aid of a CAPS
fellowship.
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